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Kateryna Mykolaivna Skarzhyns’ka 
(1853-1932) founded the first-ever private 
Ukrainian museum in city of Lubny (Pol-
tava region) in 1880. After seeing images 
of pysanky in Russian periodicals, she 
began to collect pysanky from all regions 
of Ukraine with the help of several well 
known ethnographers. 

By 1898 her collection included 2123 
pysanky. The design of each pysanka was 
reproduced on index cards, and the eth-
nographer S. Kyl’zhynks’lyi systematical-
ly organized the images for publication in 
a catalog. The first edition of the “Descrip-
tion of the Collection of Pysanky” based 
on the Skarzhyns’ka collection was pub-
lished in Moscow in 1899. The UkrHEC 
is fortunate to have a copy of this edition 
in its rare book collection.
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The Kul’zhyns’kyi 
“Pysanka Album”

„Альбом Писанок” 
Кульжинського

Вітаємо Вас, дорогі приятелі Укра-
їнського Іст.-Осв. Центру, з радіс-
ним празником Христового Воскре-
сіння! Нехай всі дні життя цвітуть 
барвисто як візерунки писанкові!

Our sincerest Easter greetings to all 
friends of the Ukrainian Historican 
and Educational Center! May all the 
days of your life bloom as colorfully as 
the designs of the pysanka!
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Spring is 
Pysanka 
Time

The decorated egg has 
been a Ukrainian symbol of 
spring and rebirth since the 
depths of prehistory. The 
Center hosted a number of 
events involving the pysan-
ka this spring. 

The Franklin Town-
ship, NJ Public Library 
kindly provided us with the 
use of two display cases lo-
cated right at the main en-
trance to display a pysanka 
exhibit for the entire month 
of March.

In addition, the Center 
and the Franklin Library 
cosponsored a lecture and 
demonstration by New York 

pysanka master Sofika Zielyk, who gave 
a fascinating talk about the pagan sym-
bolism of pysanka designs and their ad-
aptation after the coming of Christianity.

Весна—
Час на 
писанки

We presented two hands-on 
workshops on pysanka writing, 
one for the students of the St. An-
drew Ukrainian Saturday School 
in South Bound Brook, and one 
that was open to the general public.

Andrij Beketa, student of the St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Heritage School

Андрій Бекета, студент української 
школи св. Андрея.
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Thank you for helping to grow our Center!
Monetary Donations
2011 through March 2012

Rushnyk. Kharkiv 
region. 1899.

Рушник. Харків-
щина. 1899 р.
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Tributes

K. Moshchenko. Pysanka 
design. Watercolor on paper. 
Gift of the artist.

К. Мощенко. Візерунок 
писанки. Акварель на папері. 
Дар автора.



5

Wanda Baxer: various embroidered shirts and blouses, given in memory of Chris-
topher Baxer 

Irene Cehelsky: embroidered rushnyk, ceramics, archival photographs
Yuri Lewycki: sculpture of St. Volodymyr by Kapshuchenko
Nina Nalywayko-Maystrenko: Levko Maystrenko Ukrainian architecture photo-

graph collection
Nicholas Nenadkevich: artifacts from Rivne, Ukraine, ceramics, 18 c. silver 

pectoral cross
Catherine Orenchak: icon collection and other artifacts
Rev. Stephen Repa: collection of rushnyky, blouses, pillow cases, and other tex-

tiles and artifacts, given in memory of his mother, Josephine Evdokia Repa
Roman and Cecilia Turovsky: 19 c. embroidered dress and keptar
Nadia Zawadowsky Spencer: painting, embroidered blouse and other textiles, 

given in memory of parents Stephen & Theadosia Stek Zawadowsky

We thank the following individuals for 
their generous donations of artwork, 
textiles, icons, and other artifacts

Keptar. 19th c. Donation of 
Roman and Cecilia Turovsky.

Кептар. 19 ст. Дар Романа і 
Сесілії Туровських.

Dress with beadwork (detail). 
20th c. Donation of 
Fr. Stephen Repa.

Суконка вишита бісером 
(деталь). 20 ст. Дар 
о. Стефана Репи.

We gladly accept donations of embroideries, textiles, folk or fine art, historical 
items, and collections of personal papers or records of Ukrainian-American or-
ganizations. We are concerned about the loss of historical memory that happens 
when documents, letters, and photographs are discarded in an overzealous at-
tempt to “get rid of trash” that “nobody will be interested in”. It is exactly these 
collections of “ordinary” people that give context to history! 

Upcoming Genealogy Workshop

Church of the Transfiguration in 
Siemuszowa, Poland. Photo courtesy 
of M. Buryk.

Церква Преображення у Сємушові 
(Польща). Фотографія М. Бурика.

On April 29, 2012, Mike Buryk, a Ukrainian-American family re-
searcher, will present a two-hour workshop on Lemko and Ukrainian ge-
nealogy focused on the Sanok region of Poland. The talk and discussion 
will cover local historical background, how to research your family tree, 
archives, online resources and software and hardware tools. Feel free to 
bring your family history questions and research issues.  

The workshop will be at 1pm at Ukrainian Historical and Educa-
tional Center Library. Due to the significant interest in this event, we 
recommend that you register online at www.UkrHEC.org/events.html or 
by calling us at 732-356-0132. Travel directions and location information 
can also be found on our website.
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